%
22

$# &&&'
((8&&&S&
) & +
$ H#HE& &&& +
-1 &&& .
/-01,2 &.
#2! 2&& 3
*4 "&&& 3
56 , #&&&&&7
0 2 &&8

- *2 19
$ $#:

24
( ;<0/%

his past March the GCWA imple-

mented the first ever ‘Backyard
Buffer’ Program in Allegany County.
60 residents living along waterways in
Allegany County were given 25 trees to
plant on their property, creating habitat
for wildlife, reducing peak water tem-
peratures so that fish populations may
rise, and reducing the amount of sedi-
ment, fertilizer and toxic materials that
enter our waterways.

Becky Wilson and Dan Hedder-
ick with the MD DNR Forest Service
partnered with the GCWA to accom-
plish this project. The GCWA gra-
ciously accepted $1500 in funding from
DNR as part of a Chesapeake Water-
shed Enhancement grant to cover the
cost of trees, labels, plastic bags and
TerraSorb gel to keep roots moist.
Similar initiatives which were success-
ful in Frederick and Washington Coun-
ties prompted the GCWA to try and

replicate their success. Aaron Cook of
Western MD RC&D provided all the
applicable information on the
‘Backyard Buffer’ Programs previously
accomplished. Lastly, Chuck Harris of

DNR helped with the ordering of 4 Mil
Poly Bags, labels and TerraSorb.
On March 29 Mac Sloan’s Fort
Hill HS Biology class helped sort, label
and bag the ‘buffer bags.’ It took four
class periods to create 68 ‘buffer bags.’
The bags included 5 of each species
of tree including Black Cherry, Ha-
zelnut, Persimmon, Pin Oak and
Sugar Maple, all dipped in TerraSorb
gel with a ‘Bakyard Buffer’ packet
attached on proper planting tech-
niques. Residents were contacted a
week ahead of time to let them know
where and when the buffer bags could
be picked up and we hope to build on
our success next year by expanding
the program.
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It is difficult to express in words the gratitude the Western Hardrock Watershed Team, providing
| feel for having had the opportunity to serve as a  support to OSM/VISTA'’s throughout Colorado and

OSM/VISTA this past year with the GCWA. New Mexico. The VISTA Leader position will pro-
Throughout the year numerous people entrusted me vide many new challenges but I'm confident that the
to handle projects | had never lessons I've learned this past year
had experience in carrying have prepared me to take on this
out. Although I will always exact position. My gut reaction is
think | could have done more that it is a perfect match. | am in-
to help, 1 do believe the credibly honored to have been cho-
GCWA is moving in an even sen for the position and proud that
more positive direction than | have another year to fight for the
when | started. That is the rights of small coal mining com-
most rewarding feeling for me munities throughout the country.
because my primary goal this | will forever be indebted
year was to improve the ca- to the opportunity | was given by
pacity of the organization and the GCWA and hope that one day |
bring new ideas to a region | came to love and ap- can repay this watershed. It's hard to say whigge |
preciate. will take me but one thing is certain: | will beidg

Moving forward, I've been so affected and  enyironmental work in some capacity for the rest of
moved by coal mining issues and the mission of the my life. Good luck to the GCWA! It is my hope

Appalachian Coal Country Watershed Team 5t past successes continue to be built uponein-ev
(,ACC,:WT) that | have taken a VIS,’TA_ Leader p03|-. tually get this wonderful organization where it de-
tion in Durango, Colorado. Starting in August llwi serves to be

be working with the sister agency of the ACCWT,
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The Maryland Association for Environmenta idea and enough energy can spark enough of a change
and Outdoor Education held its annual conference in a community to make a tangible difference.
on February 19 and 20 at Rocky Gap State Park tt
year. Several GCWA members attended the confée
ence and alternated shifts taking charge of the
GCWA booth. Presentations given throughout the
conference included an Awakening the Dreamer
Symposium, several discussions on sustainable a¢
culture and a rousing power point presentationrgive
by the Alliance for Climate Education on climate
change. At the conclusion of the conference peop
appeared to walk away with new ideas and a sens
that changing your community doesn’t always re-
quire that many resources. A carefully thought out
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Little did | know, driving on [-68 on my way While I've always been lured to the beauty
to college a couple years ago, that | would end up and solitude of the outdoors, | developed a prafoun

making the George’s Creek Valley my home for a

respect for the land during my studies and travels

year. ltis an area not unlike my childhood home— throughout the American West. | began to look be-

rolling, forested hills, plentiful streams,
paper mills, and a small town charm—
and | am delighted at the prospect of
getting to know the people of this area
while working as the GCWA'’s new
OSM/VISTA!

| come to you from an outpost
of a town at the northern fringe of
Maine, within throwing distance of the
Canadian border. | spent many an end-
less summer day climbing trees and
getting lost in the woods behind my
house, unknowingly laying the founda-
tion for a future career path. | loved the
northern Appalachians growing up, but
when it came time to choose a college |

yond matters of conservation,
thinking about how society can
most responsibly use natural
resources. Having participated
extensively in environmental
work while at school, and
studying in a field primarily
known for resource extraction,
| had many opportunities to
gather firsthand knowledge
from people of diverse back-
grounds intimately related with
issues such as energy, minerals,
water, and agriculture. | de-
cided | wanted to play a role in
harmonizing our use of natural

harkened the call to completely change my environ- resources with a healthy and productive natural
ment. Four years later, | was granted a B.A. in Ge world. While working with the GCWA it is my hope
ology from Colorado College, having taken advan- to get an introductory taste of this subject areh a

tage of the rich natural laboratory of the Rockies.

applying it in the real world.

$

On April 7 GCWA volunteers helped the
Western MD Bureau of Mines plant 3000 trees on
reclaimed mine land, including 50 American
Chestnuts. Substantial volunteer support through-
out the morning also came from students at Moun-
tain Ridge High School and the Career Center as
well as kids from the Juvenile Detention Center.

In total about 50 people helped make the Arbor
Day tree planting this year a success and everyone
looks forward to doing it again next year.
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The AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian sion is expedited. Forest-dependent bird species in
Community Corps) River Five Team from the new the Appalachian Mountains have been declining in
Southern Region Campus stayed in Maryland from recent decades. Reforestation of minelands previ-
April 19 until April 26 to work with the George’s ously reclaimed to grasslands will help “bufferf-la
Creek Watershed Association and continue their ger tracts of forest in the short term by redu@dge
work with ARRI (Appalachian Regional Reforesta- effects, and will create larger blocks of matuneb
tion Initiative). ARRI, which uses the Forest Recla habitat in the long term. Priority birds that reky
mation Approach (FRA), worked with AmeriCorps early successional habitat may also benefit during
NCCC throughout March and April to restore former the first several years of this planting.

Other volunteers and groups that offered
support to the GCWA and project partners for the
ARRI tree plantings were the Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment, the Appalachian Coal
Country Watershed Team, the Office of Surface
Mining, the Bureau of Mines, the FSU Football
Team, LaVale WalMart, New Germany Guest-
house, Savage River Watershed Association, Riv-
erside YMCA, Maryland Department of Natural
Resources, Western MD RC&D and Frostburg
Pizza Hut.

The GCWA would like to make a heartfelt
thanks to all of the volunteers and partners who
helped make the Spring 2010 planting season such

22 0!)000 $ $ a tremendous success.
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surface mined areas to their original appearance
throughout Kentucky, West Virginia, and Maryland. 0 !
With the help of several partners and volun-
teers 16 acres of abandoned mine land were planted /1 !
with 8000 native hardwoods in less than four days:
Additionally, a riparian area was planted next ty D At the Western Maryland Resource Conser-
Run in Cumberland, a stream was cleaned in the Vvation and Development Council (WMRC&D) quar-
Savage River State Forest and various improvemetgsly meeting on March 17 OSM/VISTA, Adrian
were made to the Unitarian Universalist FellowshipUzunian gave a presentation highlighting successes
of Greater Cumberland. over the past year. About twenty people from all
To initiate the FRA the GCWA received a over Western Maryland were in attendance to hear
$3300 grant from the American Bird Conservancy. about the GCWA projects accomplished since June
Using FRA by “ripping” the compacted mine sites of 2009. WMRC&D President, Craig Hartsock,
with heavy equipment, the survival and growth ratethanked Adrian for his service throughout the year
of the high value hardwoods is increased and the egnd working to improve the George’s Creek Water-
tablishment of forest habitat through natural ssece shed.
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OSM/VISTA, Adrian struggling to find access to clean tation and encouraging the audience
Uzunian and Western MD RC&D water. to interact with each other. Not
Regional Watershed Coordinator, On March 19 about 20 everyone seemed engaged but for
Kelly Martin with the leadership college students staying at Frost- the most part people did seem to
of DNR ecologist, Paul Kazyak burg State University for the come away with an understanding
facilitated an Awakening the Wildlife Conclave attended an of how environmental degradation

Dreamer Symposium at Frost: connects to other societal con-
burg State University on two Awakening the Dreame}cerns.

occasions. Awakening the . . . A month later, on April
Dreamer is an interactive thre¢lS all Interactive three 19, around 15 presenters facili-

hour symposium that links enuihour Symposium that tated another Awakening the

ronmental degradation to socifl ] Dreamer Symposium at FSU to
and spiritual issues. The mail liNks environmental degfxick off Earth Week. 30 people

point repeated throughout the . - were in attendance and most
experience is that all the prob- radatlon to SOClaI and seemed to understand the mes-

lems we witness in society are Spiritua| Issues. sage the presentation was trying
not isolated events. Itis hard fo to convey. In order for prob-

clgan up a stream and solely , , . lems to be solved, a more holistic
think about the fish we are saving Awakening the Dreamer session.
approach must be undertaken so
When we clean a stream we are Four presenters each took turns .
. . : o that a solution may be looked at
also restoring a source of drinking setting up short movie clips, lead- trom everv possible andle
water for people that may be ing people through guided medi- yp ge.
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On Tuesday, May 4 thirty- ging holes. This planting was Watershed Association and turned out
nine students from George’s made possible because GCWAto be a great success.
Creek Elementary School helped President, Mac Sloan won the
George’s Creek Watershed Asso- 2009 Chesapeake Bay Trust
ciation volunteers plant apple Teacher of the Year award al-
trees in Barton’s Meadow Park  lowing the GCWA to secure
for four hours. With the help of grant funding through the
Mr. Snyder and Ms. Morris, Chesapeake Bay Trust . Other
teachers at George’s Creek Ele- project partners include Friends
mentary, and support from the  Aware who provided stakes,

Town of Barton, the tree planting Eby’s Mulch Yard who pro-

was a success. Special thanks vided mulch and compost, and

must also be given to Brian Shaw Ron’s Nursery who delivered

who works for the Town of Bar- trees to Meadow Park. The pro-

ton, for pre-digging holes so that ject has received countless

the students could revel in actu- hours of support since last Oc- 2< 0 "(2 #

ally planting trees instead of dig- tober from the George's Creek* $ #* ! 4" 9
# #
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cal AmeriCorps volunteers held

On January 18, 2010 Lo- discussed our project sites and

shared ways in which we could

an MLK Day event. Jeff Sellers, work with one another. This first

AmeriCorps VISTA coordinator
for Frostburg State University,
organized the local event. Various want our days of planning
AmeriCorps volunteers in the areiand food preparation to go
also helped in the planning proc- to waste, we got in touch
ess. OSM/VISTA'’s Adrian
Uzunian and Shannon Philbin
made activity plans and created AmeriCorps coordinator,
craft materials. The goal for this spoke with the local YMCA
event was to bring VISTA’'s and who had about 40 kids in
other AmeriCorps volunteers to- their youth center for the
gether and provide an event for

part became a great partnership
building exercise. Since we didn'’t

what peace means for them. We
them showed them how to con-
struct the dove. Almost all of the
children responded well to the
activity and came up with creative

with an alternative location]
Richard Sours, another

9

5 6 A

day. The YMCA volunteers

elementary aged children. Unfor- were thrilled with the idea of us
tunately, on the day of the event i speaking to the children and we
became clear by 9 AM that some- were eager to put our plans to
thing had gone wrong with publi- action.

cizing the event when no children
were being dropped off. Being

ideas. After a quick lunch OSM/
VISTAs Shannon and Adrian led
a ‘helping hands’ activity. We
asked kids to imagine dreams

Although we only had about they have for their community or
2 hours with the kids, we were able personally and draw them on cut-

resourceful volunteers, a secon- to accomplish some of the most im: out hands we passed out. While

dary plan was devised.

portant aspects of our event. The
Jeff used the icebreakers kids were split into a younger and

he planned for the children to en- older group so we split up our vol-

courage all of the volunteers to

unteers evenly. Jeff, Adrian, and

get to know one another. We ther Shannon worked with the older

% #

group of about
15 kids for a
half hour. First,
we talked
about MLK

and asked them

to identify the
problems that
he saw wrong
with the world.
Then we
passed out

peace dove cut-

outs and asked
the children to
decorate it with
words or draw-
ings about

they worked on this activity all of
the volunteers went around the
room and talked with the children
about their dreams. This seemed
to engage the children more in the
exercise and gave us a chance to
tell them about our own commu-
nity service. After they finished
drawing we stapled all of the
hands together to illustrate that
volunteering is more effective
when many people are working
together towards their dreams.

Even though the day
didn’t go as expected, it was still
a success. While the day started
off structured, it took an unex-
pected, but positive turn and in-
corporated many elements of
teamwork and community ser-
vice.



On May 19, the GCWA'’s
current OSM/VISTASs, Adrian
Uzunian and Adam Plourde, at-
tended the public hearing address-
ing the tentative decision to issue a
permit to the proposed Casselman
Coal Mine near Grantsville. The
meeting, held by the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment in the
Grantsville Elementary School,
sought comments and questions
from area residents to assuage any
concerns they might have. Several
attendees asked thoughtful ques-
tions at the gathering, ranging from
issues of groundwater usage, to
stream water contamination, to en-
dangered species living in the area.
These questions later sparked some
spirited comments from the audi-
ence that were both for and against the new projec

2 $ -/ #

The Casselman Coal Mine,
proposed by Maryland Energy Re-
sources, LLC based in Indiana,
Pennsylvania and owned by the
Joseph Peles Coal Company,
would be an underground mine
that would tunnel below the Cas-
selman River southwest of Grants-
ville. The permit the mining com-
pany is hoping to have finalized is
a Discharge to Surface Waters,
which would allow them to deposit
an average of 500,000 gallons per
day of mine drainage and a vari-
able amount of storm water runoff.
The company believes that the pro-
posed mine will create around 22
jobs. MDE is reviewing public
comments before making a final
decision on issuing the permit.

The Ridge and Valley Streamkeepers
conducted a riparian tree planting in Flintstone,
Maryland. On Friday, April 9 seven volunteers
helped plant 300 native trees on a property along
farm land that had been having flooding issues.
It is the hope of the volunteers that the 300 trees
planted will help stabilize the stream bank and
prevent future flooding problems. OSM/VISTA,
Adrian Uzunian and WM RC&D Regional Wa-
tershed Coordinator, Kelly Martin, were glad to
help the Ridge and Valley Streamkeepers with
their tree planting. The tree planting was espe-
cially successful because when organizations
work together projects are more fruitful and part-

nerships are reinforced. o
<
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Across

1. Only US state bordered on three sides by rivers
T 3. State name comes from Iroquois word meaning
‘Great River’

‘3 ‘ ‘ | ’ | | ¢ ‘ | 5. state's official animal is the grizzly bear
7 10. Has more microbreweries per capita than any
— — — — other state
- A S I - 12. inventor of the rapid-fire machine gun bornhis
state
13. “The Mountain State”
— @ - 14. More than 3,800 documented caves
] ‘ - 15. Home of the first commercially drilled oil well

[ Down

2. Has far more sheep and cattle than people
4. Contains tallest building on the North American
FIIITIT [ TT] CoMETt  oter of cast .

6. largest supplier of cast-iron and steel pipalpots
7. Contains no natural lakes
"4 [ | ‘ ‘ ‘ ] 8. The first state to give women the right to vote
9. Acquired by the United States in 1848 in thatiye
= ending the Mexico War
| | ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ | ‘ 11. Most populous U.S. state without a major
professional sports league franchise




